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Dear Colleague

GENERAL MEDICAL SERVICES STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ENTITLEMENTS FOR 2009
Summary

1.
This Circular introduces a revised Statement of Financial Entitlements (SFE) for GMS Contractors for 2009, a copy of which can be found in the link provided below. 
2.
This SFE has been agreed with the Scottish General Practitioners Committee and replaces the SFE introduced on 14 January 2009.  

3.
Amendments have been made to this SFE as follows:


(i) to Part 1, sections 2 and 6 to implement changes to 
Global 
Sum Payments;


(ii) to Part 4, section 18 - Dispensing


(iii) to Part 5, section 19 - Existing premises 
development and improvement commitments. 
4.
An electronic copy of the SFE can be found on the SHOW Website at:

http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/sehd/pca/PCA2009(M)02.pdf 

Action

5. 
NHS Boards are requested to bring this Circular to the attention of GP practices in their area and their Local Medical Committee for the attention of the Secretary of the GP sub-committee.

Yours sincerely
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DR JONATHAN PRYCE

Deputy Director, Primary Care Division

27 February 2009
Addresses
For action

Chief Executives NHS Boards
Director of Practitioner Services Division, NHS National Services Scotland
NHS Board Primary Care Leads
For information
General Medical Practitioners
____________________

Enquiries to:
Mike Bell
1 East Rear

St Andrew’s House

EDINBURGH

EH1 3DG

Tel:  0131-244 5080
Fax: 0131-244 2621

mike.bell@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

____________________
Amendments made to the SFE dated 14 January 2009

Amendment of the Introduction

Paragraph 1.2 has changed from;

This SFE relates to the payments to be made by Health Boards to a contractor under a general medical services (“GMS”) contract. It replaces the Statement of Financial Entitlements, signed on 30th September 2008 and shall have effect as from 14 January 2009 with the exception of sections 4 and 5, Annex E and the corresponding references for sections 4 and 5 in the Table of Contents, all of which will have retrospective effect as from 1 April 2008, and consequently will supersede the equivalent provisions in the SFE signed on 6 February 2008 for the period from 1 April 2008. Previous SFEs continue to have effect in relation to claims for payments that relate to the relevant financial years.
to

This SFE relates to the payments to be made by Health Boards to a contractor under a general medical services (“GMS”) contract. It replaces the Statement of Financial Entitlements, signed on 13 January 2009 and shall have effect as from 1 March 2009. Previous SFEs continue to have effect in relation to claims for payments that relate to the relevant financial years. 

Paragraph 1.5 has changed from ;

The directions given in this SFE apply to Scotland only. They were authorised to be given, and by an instrument in writing, on behalf of Scottish Ministers, by Jonathan Pryce, a member of the Senior Civil Service, on 13 January 2009, and shall come into force with effect from 14 January 2009 with the exception of sections 4 and 5 Annex E which will have retrospective effect as from 1 April 2008.

to 

 The directions given in this SFE apply to Scotland only. They were authorised to be given, and by an instrument in writing, on behalf of Scottish Ministers, by Jonathan Pryce, a member of the Senior Civil Service on 27 February 2009 and shall come into force with effect from 1 March 2009.
Amendment to Part 1 Global Sum and Minimum Practice Income Guarantee

Paragraph 2.3 has changed from;

The Scottish Allocation Formula, a summary of which is included in Annex B of this SFE, determines how the total Global Sum amount for Scotland is to be distributed to all practices in Scotland. Once the contractor’s CRP has been established, this number is to be adjusted by the Scottish Allocation Formula. The resulting figure, which is the contractor’s Contractor Weighted Population for the quarter. It is on the basis of the Contractor Weighted Population for the Quarter, relative to the Scotland-wide Weighted Population for the Quarter, that the practice is allocated its share of the Scotland-wide global sum, not including the sums allocated for Temporary Patients Adjustments. For comparative purposes only, this figure should correspond to the Contractors Weighted Population for the Quarter multiplied by approximately £59. This figure is calculated by taking the total global sum amount for Scotland (£326.5m),subtracting the total sum allocated for Temporary Patient Adjustments and then dividing by the Scotland-wide registered population for the Quarter.

to 
The Scottish Allocation Formula, a summary of which is included in Annex B of this SFE, determines how the total Global Sum amount for Scotland is to be distributed to all practices in Scotland. Once the contractor’s CRP has been established, this number is to be adjusted by the Scottish Allocation Formula. The resulting figure, which is the contractor’s Contractor Weighted Population for the quarter. It is on the basis of the Contractor Weighted Population for the Quarter, relative to the Scotland-wide Weighted Population for the Quarter, that the practice is allocated its share of the Scotland-wide global sum, not including the sums allocated for Temporary Patients Adjustments. For comparative purposes only, this figure should correspond to the Contractors Weighted Population for the Quarter multiplied by approximately £60. This figure is calculated by taking the total global sum amount for Scotland (£328.3m),subtracting the total sum allocated for Temporary Patient Adjustments and then dividing by the Scotland-wide registered population for the Quarter.

Paragraph 2.8A has changed from;

The amount of the contractor’s Payable GSMP is to be reviewed with effect from 1 October 2008 to take account of the fact that the total global sum amount specified in paragraph 2.3 is changed with effect from 1 October 2008.

to 

The amount of the contractor’s Payable GSMP is to be reviewed with effect from 1 March 2009 to take account of the fact that the total global sum amount specified in paragraph 2.3 is changed with effect from 1 March 2009. 
Paragraph 2.13D has changed from;

Where the contract has been subject to a split or a merger and the application of the provisions of this Section would, in the reasonable opinion of the Health Board, lead to an inequitable result in respect of the application of the provisions of paragrahs 2.13A to 2.13C, the Health Board may,in consultation with the contractor or contractors concerned, agree to such payment as, in the Health Board’s opinion, is reasonable in all circumstances.

to  
The Health Board must makea payment to any contractor to whom Payable GSMP was payable in respect of any period between 1April 2008 and 28 February 2009 of the difference between-
(a) Any payable GSMP that would have been payable to the contractor under the contract in respect of any period between 1 April 2008 and 28 February 2009 calculated in accordance with the provisions of this Section, if the amount specified in paragraph 2.3 has been the total global sum amount as at 1 March 2009 ( in establishing this figure the Health Board shall not seek to vary the monthly amounts already deducted in 2.6 or 2.11 in respect of superannuation determined in accordance with Section 22 of the SFE): and
(b) any payable GSMP that was in fact payable to the contractor under the contract, in respect of the period between 1 April 2008 and 28 February 2009, calculated in accordance with the provisions of this Section and on the basis that the global sum amount specified in paragraph 2.3 was in fact at the level immediately prior to 1 March 2009, i.e.£326.5m.

Addition of new paragraphs 2.13E and 2.13F
2.13E  Any payment payable under 2.13D is payable on the last day of March 2009 and is only payable once. 

2.13F  Where the contract has been subject to a split or a merger and the application of the provisions of this Section would, in the reasonable opinion of the Health Board lead to an inequitable result in respect of the application of the provisions of paragraphs 2.13A to 2.13F, the Health Board may, in consultation with the contractor or contractors concerned agree to such payment as, in the Health Board’s opinion, is reasonable in all circumstances.

Paragraph 2.18 has changed from:
The Contractor Population Index (CPI) of a contractor, mentioned in paragraph 2.16, is the contractor’s most recently established CRP divided by 5095. Where reference is made in this SFE to a contractor’s CPI that reference, unless the context otherwise requires, is to the most up-to-date version of the contractor’s CPI at the time that the payment which is being adjusted in accordance with a calculation using the contractor’s CPI falls due.

to 

The Contractor Population Index (CPI) of a contractor, mentioned in paragraph 2.16, is the contractor’s most recently established CRP divided by 5124. Where reference is made in this SFE to a contractor’s CPI that reference, unless the context otherwise requires, is to the most up-to-date version of the contractor’s CPI at the time that the payment which is being adjusted in accordance with a calculation using the contractor’s CPI falls due.

Addition of new paragraph 18.16:
18.16  The provisions set out in paragraph 18.1 to 18.5 do not cover remuneration and reimbursement arrangements for dispensing doctors in respect of the provision of influenza vaccine. Specific arrangements in relation to this for 2008-09 are detailed in NHS Circular PCA(P)(2008)1 issued on 8 January 2008. 

Amendment to Part 5 Section 19

Section 19 has now been deleted with the exception of the following paragraph which remains in the SFE:
CERTAIN PREMISES AND I.T.COSTS

There are other premises costs payable under GMS contracts which are dealt with in the Primary Medical Services ( Premises Development Grants, Improvements Grants and Premises Costs) Directions 2004. These include payments in respect of new premises development and improvement projects, and payments in respect of recurring premises costs such as mortgage repayments, rent payments and notional rent payments.
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