
QOF INDICATOR REVIEW - A NEW PROCESS FROM APRIL 2009
From April 2009, a team led by NICE (National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence) has been set up to manage the process of developing clinical and health improvement indicators for the QOF and all 4 UK countries have agreed to take part in this process.

An annual “menu” of recommended new, evidence based, clinically effective indicators will be produced. The decision on which indicators are included in the QOF will continue to be negotiated between NHS Employers (on behalf of the 4 UK Health Departments) and the General Practitioners Committee of the BMA, but new indicators will be selected from this “menu”.

NICE will work with a consortium including the National Primary Care Research and Development Centre, York Health Economics Consortium and the Royal College of General Practitioners who will pilot prospective indicators in a selection of practices, including at least two in Scotland. The first set of pilots are currently underway.

The team will use evidence from NICE guidance and other accredited sources of evidence through NHS Evidence - SIGN has been accredited as a source for this purpose.

An independent Primary Care QOF Indicator Advisory Committee has been set up to consider and prioritise new indicators to be explored, and to recommend the selection of the final menu of indicators after the piloting process. This includes GPs, other primary care health professionals, patients and carers and currently includes 5 members working in Scotland. The Chair is Dr Colin Hunter, a GP in NHS Grampian.

NICE guidance does not extend to Scotland so, to ensure Scottish interests are represented in the new process, NHS Quality Improvement Scotland (QIS) will work with NICE at all stages in the process, including collation of information for the Indicator Advisory Committee.

More information is available at the NICE web site through the link below

http://www.nice.org.uk/aboutnice/qof/qof.jsp
In addition to reading the minutes of the committees, on this site, there is a list of indicators which are under development and from which the indicators currently being piloted are selected.

http://www.nice.org.uk/aboutnice/qof/indicatorsindevelopment.jsp
How to get involved
Current indicators:
Some issues with current indicators are raised through the QOF queries system but anyone can send comments on current indicators through the link below:
http://www.nice.org.uk/aboutnice/qof/comment.jsp
New topic suggestions:
Twice a year, there is an opportunity for anyone to suggest new topics for consideration for new QOF indicators. The next opportunity is expected in February 2010 so keep an eye on the NICE web site as it is only for 4 weeks each time.

